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Tourism incharacterize current
ween Cuba and the 

United Kingdom in the diplomatic sphere 
as well as in commercial exchange are full 
of potentials: both countries have embarked 
on a period of strengthening ties. The back­
ground E also one of improving relations 
between Cuba and the European Union (EU). 
Right now we are in the process of ratifying 
a new Political Dialogue and Cooperation 
Agreement (PDCA), which symbolizes a new 
stage between the Union and Cuba to make 
future relations better and more fruitful. The 
British, who are still EU members, support 
this very positive step."

However, we are about to leave the EU, 
in late March 2019, a rather complex process 
that doesn't mean in any way an exitfrom Eu­
rope. We remain proud to be part of that con- 
tinent and have excellent links with the other 
countries of the community. We will support 
the rapprochement between Cuba and the 
Union, and at the same time we will increase 
bilateral relations with the island.”

In that new scenario, the Ambassador re­
flected that as part of the EU they m ust follow 
their regulations, norms and agreements, but 
in the future, "as a country out of the Union, 
sovereign and independent, with a freer 
trade policy, we can strengthen even more 
our ties with other countries, as is the case 
with Cuba; I believe the Cuban government 
shares that aspiration. The United Kingdom's 
former foreign minister, during his visit to Cu­
ba in 2016, opened the road to extend links 
in several ways, not only in the commercial 
sphere, but also in others, like culture."

The United Kingdom doesn't have a large 
representation on the island, according to 
the Ambassador in Havana: "we do not have 
unlimited resources, but we have decided to 
make a greater commitment here in order to 
support more projects, more activity, more 
scholarships. We are focused on several pri­
orities, areas in which we can offer something 
a bit special, different, unique; areas in which 
both countries can create added value?

There are five or six issues in which the Eu­
ropean nation is focusing its efforts, accord­
ing to its Ambassador, "special opportunities 
in the context of bilateral relations with Cuba, 
something different than other countries... 
very specific cooperation programs where 
we see a common opportunity.”

He highlighted among those the sphere of 
financial and banking services: "it is evident 
that London has great experience and capac­
ities; I consider this to be an opportunity for 
us both as Cuba strengthens its economy and 
banking systems, and shares its challenges, 
modes, systems, successes and efforts. This 
is a specific sector, in which there is a coinci­
dence of interests."

The Ambassador highlighted cooperation 
in the teaching-of the English language. He
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